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no-tax campaign in Bardoli, and another two lakhs kept ready
in case of need. The people of Chirala contributed over
Rs. 8,000 for the Tilak Swarajya Fund of the Congress; but
in return, the Provincial Congress would not grant even half
of it for their campaign.

The above are some of the chief causes which led to the
ultimate failure of the Chirala campaign. But we should now
advert to a few aspects of the main significance of the struggle,
because the Chirala movement, unlike many other political events,
is not of an ephemeral interest merely; its effects are long*
lasting and its significance must, therefore, be borne in mind
by every student of Gopalakrishnayya's life and work.

Firstly, as Gopalakrishnayya himself was claiming, the move-
ment was a psychological experiment in mass leadership.,, In
his own words, like Sree Krishna of old, he had to be or rather
exhibit in himself, 16,000 facets of his personality to satisfy
all the 16,000 men, women and children, who chose to follow
him.

Secondly, his was an attempt at running a parallel Govern-
ment, on a limited scale of course. To understand its significance,
it is necessary to go back to the circumstances which he had
to face at that time. Thus, the country was in the grip of
a foreign Government; the Congress pledged itself, under the
leadership of Gandhiji, " to establish Swaraj in India in the
year of grace 1921;" and Chirala-Perala was Gopalakrishna's
contribution towards that great enterprise. In his own words,
"During the eleven months there was no Municipality in Chirala,
they had their own committees ruling," Later on, he reverted to the
subject more fully and said that, if the Congress leaders had been
sincere, they must aim at running a parallel administration in * the
country. Thus, writing to Mr* V. Jagapati Varma in 1927, he deck-
ed : " If these people really believed in democratic Swaraj, they
should have gathered all those who entered the Legislatures* <^n
'the Congress ticket into a ,new and independent :Coi$$itj*$nt
Assembly and declared their determination to wage a final battle
for freedom with the British Government. Before presenting